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upon, and fo to them might have appeared Foolifhnefs) were 
blefled to the Good of Souls, and were to them the WVi/dom of 
GOD and the Power of GOD. 

Tho’ but few, I believe, were as yet favingly converted 
and brought Home to CuristT, yet the Concern on the 
Minds of moft continued and increafed thro’ the /ucceeding 
Summer. The moft were uncommonly thoughtful about the 
Salvation of their precious Souls. 

But as I remember in the Beginning of the Fall 1741, Con- 
wiétions feemed at a Stay, if not declining and wearing off 
from iome. 

But upon this, Two young Men of Bridgewater, who had 
been for a Time in ConNECTICUT (one had pajJed through 
his academical Learning and was keeping School there » the 
other was then a Adember of Dale College) and had feen the 
great Things Gop. was doing for his People there ; and ina 
Judgment of Charity had felt and experienced much of the 
Pewer of divine Grace on their own Souls; returned to 
Bridgewater to,vifit their Friends. And O the Concern they 
appeared to have (and we have no Reafon to think but it was 
real) for their “Town’s-folk, efpecially fellow Youth, is not 
ealily to be exprefied : Which they manifefted in all fuitable 
and proper Ways. 

They told our young People that on fuch a Day, if they 
were willing, they would meet with them and fing and pray, 
and give them a Relation of the great Things Gop was do- 
ing inCoNNECTICUT, and what he had done for them fince 
they faw them laft. ‘To which they readily confented. When 
the Day came, young and old went: And I believe I fhould 
have gone, had I not been providentially abfent. Accord- 
ingly they did pray and fing with them, and gave them a 
friendly chriftian Exhartation. And the Lorp was with 
them, I doubt not. Some were awakened ; and thofe under 
Concern, had their Concern increafed by Means thereof. And 
feeing fuch Effects following, they went on in this Way for 
a While; ‘£ not at the Advice, yet at the Connivance of 
fome of the Minifters in the Town. And whether their 
Practice -or our Connivance was juftifiable, as Things were 
then circumftanced, I fhall not take upon me now to fay. 
But this I think 1 am obliged to fay ; That if I believe the 
Work going on fo remarkably to be Divine, asI moft firmly 
do, they were greatly ferviceable in promoting it in my 
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dear Charge. Here I would obferve, that thefe were the on/y 
Exhorters we have had. I think we have had no Appearan- 
ces of them fince. 

After this that grand and important Quefion was in the 
Mouths of mo/t of my People, efpecially young People, What 
amuff we do te be faved ? Salvation feem’d now to be the main 
Concern of their Souls, and che main Bufinefs of their Lives. 
Their fecular Affairs were at this Time, in Appearance, 
made a By-Bufinefs. Meetings on Account of Religion were 
fought after, long’d for, frequently attended, exceedingly 
thronged. And at almoff every Meeting about this Time 
(which were very frequent) it evidently appeared Gon was 
with us in the convincing & converting and comforting Influences 
ofhis Sprrir. Some were awakened, many crying out un- 
der a Senfe of their Sin and Danger. Some hopefielly convert- 
ed : And fome tran/ported and over-born with a Senfe of the 
Love of Gop. I make not the leaft Doubt, but there was 
Joy in Heaven among the Angels, as well as among the Saints 
on Earth, in feeing and hearing of the glorious Difplays of 
the infinite Power and fovereign free Grace of Gop at our 
religious Meetings. O it looked probable now that the 
whoie Society, Old and Young, Black and ite, would 
have been feized by the almighty Power and free Grace of 
Gop ; and would have been brought to have fubmitted toa 
fovereign Gop in CurisT, and received a whole Curist 
witha whole Soul. My Soul did leap within me with Joy at 
the bleffed Profpeé I now had of all joining Heart and Hand 
in travelling in the Way to eternal Glory, and of arriving 
there at laft. But this blefied Shower did not long continue. 
It was not long before Gon (for our Sin in not improving, 
and our Ingratitude under thefe Showers of divine and hea- 
venly Grace) did depart from us as to the convincing and con- 
verting Influences of his Sprr1t. And many of thofe that 
were under good Impreffions, and had not received Comfort 
in CaRIst, which many had, gradually loft them, and began 
to be fomewhat carelefs and fecure again. Now and then, 
’tis true, I had the Joy of feeing and hearing one convinced 
and converted, and it has been to this Time; but ’tis rare, 
like Gleanings after the Vintage. 

Now all along in this Time I did freely invite and gladly 
improve as] had Opportunity, all my zealous Fathers and 
Brethren in the Miniftry, living in the Neighbourhood and 
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that travelled (who had been remarkably bleffed by Gop in 
promoting his Work) to preach to myPeople. I think I can 
truly fay, (tho’ the Spirit of Man lufteth to Envy) 1 am willing 
Gop fhould fend by the Hand, by whom he would fend ; 
fhould cerry on his own Work in his own Way, by fuch 
Means enJ Inftruments as pleafes him ; willing I am, at 
Times efpecially, with St. JoHN the Baptiff to decreafe, in 
Name, Succefs and all fo that CHRIsT may icrea/e, his 
Kingdom and Intereft be advanced in my Charge, and thro’ 
the World. And I don’t yet repent of this my Conduét, but 
greatly rejoice in it. For as far as 1 can learn, every one 
that has been with us preaching the everlafting Gofpel, have 
been inftrumental of doing Good to fome Souls: And who 
would mourn at that? 1 will acknowledge that they have 
been greatlyferviceable to thePeople of my Charge : They,and 
not I, are the fpiritual Fathers of many of my Flock. Nor 
do I fee any of the bad Effects of fuch Conduct, which many 
talk of ; my People; fuch of them as have been converted by 
the inftrumentality of Strangers, love me their unworthy 
Paftor better than ever, I doubt not: And therefore I have 
Reafon to think, that had Minifters been more free in invit- 
ing and improving neighbouring Minifters, and them that 
travelled to theirPeople ; the Work of Gop would have gone 
on more glorioufly, and would have prevented the unhappy 
Jarrs, Divilions and Separations that have arifen in fome 
Places. 

But I’ll return, and fay, that in the Judgment of Charity, 
thro’ the infinite Compaffions of Gop, that the Number is 
not fmall that have been favingly wrought upon among us 
in this great Day of Grace, and that are become real lively 
Chriftians. I believe ’tis not proper to fay how many : tho’ 
I believe by what I can learn as many in Proportion to the 
Bignefs of the Place, as almoft any Place that has been re- 
markably vilited at this Day. We have had added to the 
Church between feventy and eighty; befide a confiderable 
Number that have owned the Covenant and been baptijed, that 
have not feen their Way clear to come to the Ordinance of 
the holy Supper. The moft of which are able to give ta 
every one that afks them with Meeknef and Fear all the Sa- 
tisfaction that can rationally be defired or expected,that they 
are real Chriftians. They can give a clear, diftinét Account 
via preparatory Law-/Verk in all the Parts of it; of their 
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Difcovery of Curist-in his Ability and Willingnefs to fave 
them in particular, & every Way fuited to their perifhing Cir- 
cumftances, to make them compleatly and eternally happy ; 
of their clofing in with him as offered in the Gofpel ; of the 
Change of Heart ; and fo confequently of Principles, Defires, 
Inclinations and Affeétions that perceptibly followed there- 
upon. And of theirLives and Conver /ations,as far as I can ob- 
ferve myfelf,and learn from the unprejudiced, are correfpond- 
ing and agreeing with their Experiences : They. live in ge- 
neral as becomes the Gofpel,and evidently adorn the Doétrine 
of Gop our Saviour. In a Word, they appear to love Gop 
and Mfen : which is expreffed by a careful and confcientious 
Difcharge of Fir/? and Second-Table Duties ; and {0 are truly 
religious. 

And now thefe, Gop is through his abundant Goodnefs, 
frequently vifiting and refrefhing by the gracious Influences 
ofhisHoty Sprrir. Foraltho’ Gop has almoft departed 
from us as to the convincing and converting Influences of his 
Spirit ; yet he has mot, as to the quickening, fanétifying and 
comforting Influences thereof: Blefled be his Name for it. 
Gop is verily with usin our religious Meetings. *Tis fre- 
quent on Leé?ure-Days and on Lord’s-Days, while we are 
fupplicating the Divine Maje/ty, finging the highrPraifes of 
Gon, hearing his Word, celebrating the holy Supper, that 
we fee fome of the above-mentioned Influences. Some- 
times many of them have their frail ‘Tabernacles overborn 
with a Senfe of the great and diftfnguifhing Love of Gop 
the FATHER in contriving, Son in purchafing, and Spirit 
in making Application of Redemption to their Souls. Some- 
times they have fuch a Senfe of the Perfections of Gon, his 
Holinefs, Juftice, Mercy, Faithfulnefs, Sc. as greatly wea- 
kens and overcomes the Body. They have often fuch {weet 
Taftes of redeeming Love, and fuch bleffed Difcoveries of 
the Glories of Gon, Beauties of Corist, Holinefs and Hap- 
pinefs of Heaven ; as affects the Body fo greatly, that 
Spetators have been ready to conclude that it would have 
diffolved the natural Tye and Union between the Soul and 

Body : and that their Souls would have actually difmifled and 
left their Bodies, and been conveyed by kind guardian 
Angels in a Chariot of Love to the Gon and Region of Love. 
O to fee them in thefe Frames, is enough to make any New 
Creature rejoice : Methinks "tis enough to warm the 
Souls, 
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Souls, of all that have experienced a Work of Grace, and 
fo know fomething of the Enjoyment & Employment of Hea- 
ven ; to fee them at thefe Seafons, like the Birds of Paradice, 
chanting forth the Praifes of our glorious REDEEMER : 
They do in fome low Degree refemble the humble Wor- 
fhippers of Heaven. 

f am almoft fure that none that have had given them, a 
fmall, alittle Tafte of the fpecial ‘Grace of Gop, ( ’tis fo 
{weet) will with the elder Brother in the Parable, ftumble 
and wonder, tho’ others are feeding on the fatted Calf, or 
have larger Meafures ; but will be able to account for the 
Mufick and dancing, the Joys and Rejoycings of returning 
Prodigals, and will come in, and rejoyce with them. For 
*tis undeniably true, that by a Little here, we can tell what 
a great Deal means. And to fee the Effects thefe Difcoveries 
have on them ; how humble, holy, heavenly, loving, and 
weaned from the World they are for a confiderable Time 
after, is abundantly refrefhing and fatisfying, and confirms 
further that their Difcoveries are true and genuine. Thus 
they are frequently vifited and taught by the Hoty Spirit : 
fo that they are growing Chriftians, in Grace and Knowledge. 
In Grace, every true Vifit evidently transforms them more 
and more into the divine Image and Likenefs : In Knowledge, 
’tis wonderful to fee how their Knowledge is increafed, as 
to Gon, Curist, the Doffrines of Grace ; and as to them- 
felves, their own Hearts, the Pride, Envy, Hypocrify,Deceit 
and Ingratitude of them: They fee and know fo much of 
their own Vilenefs, that every one looks on himfelf as the 
moft unworthy, and greateft Miracle of Mercy, and moft 
beholden and indebted to the free Grace of Gop: They 
are labouring after progrefive Holine/s, to be perfect as their 
HEAVENLY FATHER ts perfect. Gop grant their Path 
may continue to be as the fining Light that foineth more and 
more unto the perf? Day. 

Now of this Number, many of them were, before thisDay 
of GOD’s fearching our Ferufalem with Candles, as exa® and 

fariGt in the Performance of the Externals of Religion, (as far 
as could be obferved by Man,) as any among us, and had 
gained the Charity of their Neighbours: But now /ee they 
built upon the fandy Foundation of their own Righteoufne/s ; and 
fo had perifhed eternally notwithftanding their blazing Pro- 
teftions,& the good Opinion of others, had notGop inMercy 
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opened their Eyes, to fee the Way of Salvation by Curist, 
and enabled them to embrace it, O may ail Prafejors every 
where examine the Foundation they build upon for eternal 
Happinefs ; and fee they don’t deceive themfelves, as fome 
did among us ’till this Day of great Grace ! 

The rett that have been wrought upon among us have 
been moffly ycung People, who were not Profefiors in the full 
Senfe before. 

As to Children, under ten 5 I durft not fay any are included 
in the abovefaid Number ; tho’ they were at firft when the 
Werk began under fome Concern of Soul; yet it feems 
worn off, they are Children ftill. 

As to the vicious and immoral ; we had fome, tho’ I believe 
as few as in moft Places. But I don’t obferve any remrarka- 
ble Change and Alteration in them. Tho’ the Revival of 
Religion feems in fome Meafure to check and reftrain them 
from that Boldnefs in finning that appeared in them before. 

We are generally, thro’? the Goodnefs of Gop upon us, 
united and agreed in the Belief of the Work’s being divine ; 
and are ufing fuch Methods as Gon direéts to, and bleffes in 
promoting and carrying ofit on. O how good and pigafant tis 
for Brethren of one Society to dwell together inUnity. It is like 
the precious Ointment, &c. As the Dew of Hermon, Sc.--- For 
there the Lorp commands the Bleffing, even Life forevermore. 

As to, Antinomiani/m and enthufiaftical Frenzies ; there are 
little or no Appearances among us. Indeed there is that a- 
miong us that an Arminian would account Antinomiani/m,and 
one that never felt the Power of divine Grace on his own 
Heart would account Enthufiafm. But this don’t make it 
fo. As far Lam capable of judging, their Principles and 
Pra€¥ices are feriptural. Gop grant] may never have the 
melancholly-Occafion to think or fay otherwife. 

As to Trances, Vifions, Se. we have none,and I think have 
had none from the Beginning. 

And now I would thankfully acknowledge and heartily 
blefs Gon for his diftinguifhing Goodnefs to me and my 
Charge : in giving us to fee, and live ina Day of fuch great 
Grace as'this is; And in making fo many of us Partakers of 
his. /perial Grace : Whom I make not the leaft Doubr, all 
the Saints of Gon wille’re long fee, cloathed in white, at 
the right Hand of Jesus, and with him entering into ever- 
lafting Habitations ; to join the heave:.!y Quire, in — 
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their Golden Harps in Songs of Praife to the ETERNAL 
Taree; the FATHER, for his Mercy, the Son for his 
Merit, and the Hoty Guosr for his Efficacy, forever and 
ever. Lorp Jesus be like a Roe ora young Hart on the 
Mountains of Separation. 
Bridgwater, O&ob.  — Joun Porter. 
12th, 1743. 
P. 8. The above Account as far as it relates to the Rife, 
Progre(s and Continuance of the Work of Gop among 
US was read to our Church, and voted by them to bea 


true and faithful Account according to their Judgment. 
John Porter. 





A Brief Account of the Revival of Religion at Somers 
in the County of Hamphhire, in the Province of the 
Maffachufeus ;. in a Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Samuet Auuis 40 she laie Rev. Mr. Cooper of 
Bofton. 


Somers, May 22d. 1742. 
Rev. and dear Sir, * 
= the {mallAcquaintance I have had with your felf,and 
knowing how much your Heart is fet upon the Advance- 
ment of the Intereit of Curist and his Kingdom in the 
World ; I perfuade my felf it will be grateful to you to hear 
of the Flourithing of Religion in any Part of the Land. 
Gop hath been in a moft wonderful Manner pouring out of 
his SpPrriT upon many Towns in this County: But I think 
none have fhar’d fo plentifully (I don’t fpeak by Way of 
boafting, but acknowledge the fovereign Grace of Gop) of 
the Power, the Grace, and Mercy of Gop, Convincing ot 
Sin, of Righteoufnefs, and Judgment, and of being brought 
to the Embracement of the Lorp Jesus CHRisT upon the 
Terms of the Gofpel, as this People hath, To GOD be ail 
the Glory: All the Praife belongs to him. There is fuch an 
evident and apparent Alteration in the Lives, Converfation 
and Tempers of Men that am fure nothing but the almighty 
Power and Grace of GOD could effec. 


( To be continued. } 


